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Sir: 

As a continuing means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, and 
in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, Applicant through his undersigned attorney, 
submits this Information Disclosure Statement for the Examiner's consideration. The patents, 
publications or other information submitted herewith are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 
In accordance with 37 CFR §1 .98(a)(2) only a copy of each foreign patent document and non- 
patent literature document listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 is submitted herewith. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b) this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted before the mailing of the first Office Action on the merits and therefore, no fee is due. 

The patents and publications listed AA, AB, AG and AI on Form PTO-1449 were cited 
in an International Search Report in counterpart Patent Application No. PCT/DE2004/002101. A 
copy of the Search Report is enclosed. 
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RELEVANCE OF THE DOCUMENTS 



Of the non-English documents listed on Form PTO-1449, document AC, U.S. Patent No. 
4,471,404, corresponds to Document AE, Patent No. DE 33 28 967 C2. Document AD, U.S. 
Patent No. 4,028,043, corresponds to Document AF, Patent No. DE OS 25 31 139. 

Documents AE and AF are cited in the instant specification on page 1 . 

With respect to DE 88 10 755, cited in the Search Report, no English translation is readily 
available. However, inasmuch as this document is cited as merely "defining the general state of 
the art", no translation has been obtained. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449, and to similarly indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application 
that the attached documents have been considered. If the Examiner has any questions or wishes 
to discuss this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned representative at 
the number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JACOBSON HOLMAN PLLC 



Customer No. 00,136 

400 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 638-6666 
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